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IN SHORT, WOMEN HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED AT HIGHER AND MORE
DIVERSE LEVELS OF EMPLOYMENT THAN EVER BEFORE, AND MORE MEN
AND MORE WOMEN ACKNOWLEDGE AND, ON OCCASION, EVEN ENCOURAGE

THIS FACT.

BuT, IT WOULD WHITE-WASH REALITY TO CONTEND THAT WOMEN
HAVE ACHIEVED TRUE EQUALITY IN THE WORK-PLACE.

IN SPITE OF THE INNUMERABLE SUCCESS STORIES OVER THE

PAST DECADE, ONLY 15 PERCENT OF INDUSTRY'S EXECUTIVES ARE
WOMEN AND ONLY 14 PERCENT OF GOVERNMENT'S EXECUTIVES ARE

WOMEN.,

WOMEN DO NOT HAVE THE SAME CHANCE FOR PROMOTION AS MEN,

AND, WOMEN STILL ARE NOT PAID AS MUCH AS MEN FOR THE
SAME WORK. IN FACT WOMEN WITH i YEARS OF COLLEGE EARN ON
THE AVERAGE LESS THAN MEN WITH NO COLLEGE TRAINING WHATSOEVER.

OF THE 435 MEMBERS OF THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
ONLY 19 ARE WOMEN AND THERE ARE NO WOMEN AMONG THE 100

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE.
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To SOME DEGREE THESE STATISTICS RESULT FROM LACK OF
TRAINED AND WILLING WOMEN FOR POSITIONS AS THEY BECOME OPEN,
AND THAT IN MY OPINION IS CAUSED IN PART BY SUBTLE FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION, BRIGHT WOMEN -- AT JUST ABOUT YOUR AGE --
ARE BEING DISCOURAGED FROM ENTERING CHALLENGING, PERHAPS
RECENTLY OPENED FIELDS AND ARE URGED DOWN MORE TRADITIONAL

PATHS.

THUS, EVEN NOW THAT THERE ARE GRAND OPPORTUNITIES AND
LEGAL RESTRICTIONS ARE GONE, MANY YOUNG WOMEN STILL SEEK

TO BE NURSES NOT DOCTORS, LABORATORY ASSISTANTS NOT SCIENTISTS,

TEACHERS NOT PRINCIPALS,

THERE 1S, OF COURSE, NO REASON NOT TO BE A NURSE, A
LABORATORY ASSISTANT, OR A TEACHER; BUT THERE IS GOOD REASON
FOR EACH OF YOU TO UNDERSTAND THAT YOU DO HAVE A CHOICE.

IT 1S IMPORTANT NOW TO KEEP ALL YOUR OPTIONS OPEN SO THAT
YOU CAN HAVE THE CAREER YOU REALLY WANT, You ARE AT AN

AGE WHEN YOU CAN THOUGHTLESSLY ELIMINATE OPPORTUNITIES THAT
LATER YOU MAY WISH YOU HAD. A NUCLEAR PHYSICIST CAN BECOME
A LABORATORY ASSISTANT IF HE OR SHE WISHES; BUT THE REVERSE

IS NOT SO EASY,
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EACH OF YOU HAS THE OBLIGATION TO YOURSELF TO STRETCH
YOUR ASPIRATIONS AND TO UNDERSTAND THE SELF-SATISFACTION
THAT COMES FROM USING ALL OF YOUR TALENTS AND CAPACITY.

EACH OF YOU HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A TRULY
HISTORIC CONTRIBUTION IN ALMOST ANY ENDEAVOR YOU SELECT,

THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT EACH OF YOU MUST HAVE A PROFESSIONAL
CAREER -- BUT ONLY TO SUGGEST THAT YOU SHOULD IGNORE ALLEGED
BARRIERS TO THE FIELD THAT SPECIALLY INTERESTS YOU AND TO

REACH FOR THOSE HEIGHTS TO WHICH YOU SPIRIT WOULD TAKE you!

YOUR SUCCESS WILL HELP OTHERS., FOR SUCCESS BREEDS
SUCCESS., THE PILING UP OF ONE SUCCESSFUL EXAMPLE AFTER
ANOTHER 1S INDISPENSABLE “TRENCH WORK",

[T MAY NOT BE AS DRAMATIC AS BiLLIE JEAN KING'S HOLDING
OUT FOR THE SAME PRIZE MONEY FOR WOMEN TENNIS CHAMPS AS WAS
AWARDED MEN, BUT THEN, BILLIE JEAN MIGHT NOT HAVE ACCOMPLISHED
HER GOAL WITHOUT THE SPECTACULAR PERFORMANCES OF HELEN WILLS,
PauLINE BETZ, AND MAUREEN CONNALLY WHO WENT BEFORE.
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IT 1S IN THIS CONTEXT THAT THE EQuaL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

IS SO IMPORTANT.

IT 1S NOT A QUESTION OF COMPASSION, [T IS A MATTER
oF WASTE. DISCRIMINATION NOT ONLY WASTES A GREAT WELL OF
UNDER-UTILIZED AND NEEDED BRAIN POWER OF MORE THAN HALF
OUR POPULATION. [T ALSO WASTES PRECIOUS TIME ATTACKING
POCKETS OF DISCRIMINATION THAT COULD WELL BE SPENT ON THE
AWESOME PROBLEMS THAT AFFECT ALL MANKIND.

THE NATION SEEMS TO BE IMPLORING ALL OF US TO HELP --
EVERY SOUND THINKING MIND AND VIGOROUS ACHIEVER OF EVERY

COLOR, SIZE AND SEX.

THE PROBLEMS OF HUMANITY ARE CROWDING IN ON US WITH
SUCH FORCE, WE SIMPLY CANNOT AFFORD TO CLOSE THE DOOR TO

ANY WHO WOULD HELP.

LET US FOCUS FOR A MINUTE ON SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS.
As WITH DISCRIMINATION, MANY OF THEM ARE RELATED TO WASTE.
TAKE THE PLIGHT OF OUR CITIES AND OUR URBAN POOR -~ WHICH

ARE AMONG THE PROBLEMS HUD ADDRESSES.



























